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Visual Literacy Is Information Literacy: Active Learning Helps Students Teach 

Themselves to Evaluate Images and Their Sources 

Shari Salisbury, Reference Librarian / Subject Specialist for Art & Art History, The University 

of Texas at San Antonio 

Students in art and art history are often asked by professors to use an image of an artwork in an 

assignment. In art history this may be for the purpose of formal analysis and research on its art 

historical context. In studio arts this may be for the purpose of inspiration or to use as an 

example to copy style or technique for their own art project. Some professors report that students 

are not careful to find good, representative art reproductions when given such an assignment. 

Working with art faculty teaching Drawing I at the University of Texas at San Antonio, the art 

librarian developed an active learning activity that aligns with standard four of the ACRL Visual 

Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education, “The visually literate student evaluates 

images and their sources” and the first frame of the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy 

in Higher Education, “Authority is Constructed and Contextual.” Using prompts provided by the 

librarian in class, students teach themselves through individual investigation and group 

discussion that evaluating images also means evaluating their sources, which is foundational not 

only for visual literacy, but also for information literacy. 

 

Using Photos as Data: How Students Speak through the Camera Lens to Identify Space 

Needs 

Tina Budzise-Weaver, Associate Professor and Humanities and Social Sciences Librarian, Texas 

A&M University 

Tina Budzise-Weaver, Pauline Melgoza, Dr. Sarel Lavy, and Tiyamike Kunje (Graduate 

Assistant Research) are collaborating together on a T3: Texas A&M Triad for Transformations 

grant. This presentation will describe how images are being used for an ethnographic photo study 

of two colleges on the Texas A&M University Campus: College of Architecture and College of 



Education & Human Development. The presenter will highlight the photos as a way to collect 

qualitative data, how we are using ATLAS.ti to identify themes in the images, working with 

student populations on campus through this study, and lastly working in an interdisciplinary team 

across departments. 

 

Material Order: A Consortium-based Catalog for Design Material Collections 

Mark Pompelia, Visual + Material Resource Librarian, Rhode Island School of Design 

Mark Pompelia will present recent research and a project milestone regarding Material Order, the 

shared materials database and consortium that includes Harvard University Graduate School of 

Design, Parsons School of Design, and RISD. He will be speaking on this at the OCLC Library 

Futures Conference in early October on this topic and sharing updates. 

 

William J. Hill Texas Artisans and Artists Archive 

Michelle Johnson, Project Manager, William J. Hill Texas Artisans & Artists Archive 

Created by the Bayou Bend Collection and Gardens and the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, this 

freely-searchable online archive documents the lives and work of Texas artisans and artists 

through 1900, as well as the objects they created. The archive is intended to facilitate research, 

understanding, and appreciation of Texas decorative arts, as well as painting, photography, and 

other media. It includes images of objects and art works, as well as census records, city directory 

entries, newspaper articles, and other primary source materials of the 19th century. 

 

Waxahachie Architecture 

Margaret Culbertson, Powell Library, Bayou Bend Collection, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 

Co-authored by Margaret Culbertson and Ellen Beasley, the Waxahachie Architecture 

Guidebook is scheduled for publication in Spring 2020 by TCU Press. Beginning with the 

landmark Ellis County Courthouse designed by James Riely Gordon, the guidebook documents 

residential, commercial, and institutional buildings--both large and small—as well as the 

individuals who owned, designed, and built them. Margaret will discuss the research process and 

new discoveries presented in the book. 

 

 



Reference Refresh at the Dallas Museum of Art 

Jenny Stone, Librarian, Dallas Museum of Art 

The Mayer Library’s reference collection was re-imagined and expanded over the summer. The 

library serves both museum staff and the general public, and librarians found that all users often 

overlooked the reference section in the reading room. A recent collection reorganization project 

created an opportunity to evaluate and enhance the reference collection in ways that speak to our 

various audiences while also highlighting collection resource strengths. This practice of 

rethinking reference has resulted in adjustments in collection development and management. 
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